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¢ acollection of essays from some of the world’s leading scholars in the
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At the heart of the volume are five papers which serve as sequels to each
other. The first paper by the American biologist and semiotician Terrence
W. Deacon explores the neurological processes and possible genetic
foundations of how language emerged in Homo sapiens. This is followed
nicely by the Canadian evolutionary psychologist Merlin Donald’s contri-
bution which describes the possible phylogenetic routes in the develop-
ment of language and culture. His biocultural approach is a major theme
in the book. The third paper by the British psychologist Chris Sinha brings
us to the bridge between neurological and communicative levels. In it he
describes the complex interrelations between the ontogenesis and the
sociogenesis of cognitive processes and demonstrates how they relate to
reason, representation, figuration and imagination. The fourth contribu-
tion brings us to the level of narrative. It is by the Indian narratologist
Rukmini Bhaya Nair in which she argues for a combination of neurology,
narratology and a reworked speech-act approach that focuses on nar-
rative rather than simply sentences. The final keynote is by the Finnish
cognitive scientist of religion Ilkka Pyysidinen, who brings us full circle to
religious behaviour by showing how the psychology of ritual helps make
narrative beliefs possible.

The Editors

Armin W. Geertz is Professor of the History of Religions and Director of
the Religion, Cognition and Culture Research Unit at Aarhus University,
Denmark. Jeppe Sinding Jensen is Associate Professor of the History of
Religions and Coordinator of the Religion, Cognition and Culture Research
Unit at Aarhus University, Denmark. His publications include Myths and
Mythologies: A Reader (Equinox, 2009).

Distribution

Marston Book Services
160 Milton Park

PO Box 269

Abingdon

OXON OX14 4YN

t. +44 (0)1235 465521
f. +44 (0)1235 465555
e. trade.orders@marston.co.uk

Religious
Narrative,
Cognition and
Culture

Edited by
Armin W. Geertz
Jeppe Sinding Jensen

A
. t;_a/

£19.99 Paperback
978-1-84553-295-6

£70.00 Hardcover
978-1-84553-294-9

Pub date: November 2011

Extent: 348pp

Format: 246 x 174mm

Series: Religion, Cognition and Culture

Series Editor: Armin W. Geertz and Jeppe Sinding
Jensen, Aarhus University, Denmark

Readership: scholars

Subjects:
Religious Studies; HRAC Comparative religion, HRAM3
Religion and science

eeUINOX

Equinox Publishing Limited
Kelham House

3 Lancaster Street

Sheffield S3 8AF

t. +44 (0)114 272 5957
e. marketing@equinoxpub.com
www.equinoxpub.com



Contents

Introduction
Armin W. Geertz & Jeppe Sinding Jensen

Part I: Theoretical Perspectives

1. Religious Narrative, Cognition and Culture: Approaches and Definitions
Armin W. Geertz

2. Framing Religious Narrative, Cognition and Culture Theoretically
Jeppe Sinding Jensen

Part Il: Levels of Explanatory Interpretation

3. Language as an Emergent Function: Some Radical Neurological and Evolutionary Implications
Terrence W. Deacon, University of California, Berkeley

4. The First Hybrid Minds on Earth

Merlin Donald, Queen’s University, Canada

5. lconology and Imagination: Explorations in Sociogenetic Economies
Chris Sinha, University of Portsmouth

6. The Nature of Narrative: Schemes, Genes, Memes, Dreams and Screams!
Rukmini Bhaya Nair

7. Believing and Doing: Ritual Action Enhances Religious Belief

Ilkka Pyysiainen, Helsinki University

Part lll: Cognitive Approaches to the Study of Religious Narratives

8. Pumping Intuitions: Religious Narratives and Emotional Communication

Tom Sjoblom, Helsinki University

9. Moses and the Invasion of the Body Snatchers: Durkheim, Cognition and Deuteronomy
Hans J. Lundager Jensen, University of Aarhus

10. Fantastic Re-Collection: Cultural vs. Autobiographical Memory in the Exodus Narrative
Laura Feldt, University of Aarhus

11. Parables, Cognitive Shock, and Spontaneous Exegetical Reflection

Douglas L. Gragg, Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary

12. Icons and Agency in the Georgian Orthodox Church

Anders Nielsen

13. Towards a Socio-Cognitive Approach to Religious Text: A Case Study in Indian Epic Literature
James M. Hegarty, Cardiff University

14. Pole Position: Space, Narrative and Religion

Anders Lisdorf

15. Narrativity in View of a Theory of Syncretism

Anita Maria Leopold

16. The Salience and Relevance of Modern Icelandic Asatru: A Preliminary Case Study in the Immunology
of Culture

Gudmundur Ingi Markusson

17. ‘Baby in a Bow!’ and Other Stories: Socialization in Astrological Narrative

Kirstine Munk

18. To Meet without Actually Meeting: Cultural Models of Virtual Rituals in 3D Cyberspace
Kenneth Hansen, Roskilde University, Denmark



